Revelation 3

3:4 Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in
white: for they are worthy.

We may understand this to refer to justification. "They shall walk in white"; that is, they shall enjoy a constant sense
of their own justification by faith; they shall understand that the righteousness of Christ is imputed to them, that they
have all been washed and made whiter than the newly-fallen snow. Again, it refers to joy and gladness: for white
robes were holiday dresses among the Jews. They who have not defiled their garments shall have their faces always
bright; they shall understand what Solomon meant when he said "Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy
wine with a merry heart. Let thy garments be always white, for God hath accepted thy works." He who is accepted of
God shall wear white garments of joy and gladness, while he walks in sweet communion with the Lord Jesus. Whence
so many doubts, so much misery, and mourning? It is because so many believers defile their garments with sin and
error, and hence they lose the joy of their salvation, and the comfortable fellowship of the Lord Jesus, they do not
here below walk in white. The promise also refers to walking in white before the throne of God. Those who have not
defiled their garments here shall most certainly walk in white up yonder, where the white-robed hosts sing perpetual
hallelujahs to the Most High. They shall possess joys inconceivable, happiness beyond a dream, bliss which
imagination knoweth not, blessedness which even the stretch of desire hath not reached. The "undefiled in the way"
shall have all this--not of merit, nor of works, but of grace. They shall walk with Christ in white, for He has made them
"worthy." In His sweet company they shall drink of the living fountains of waters.

3:7 He openeth, and no man shutteth.

Jesus is the keeper of the gates of paradise and before every believing soul He sets an open door, which no man or
devil shall be able to close against it. What joy it will be to find that faith in Him is the golden key to the everlasting
doors. Hear this parable of the preacher, and remember it. The great King has made a banquet, and He has
proclaimed to the entire world that none shall enter but those who bring with them the fairest flower that blooms.
The spirits of men advance to the gate by thousands, and they bring each one the flower which he esteems the queen
of the garden; but in crowds they are driven from the royal presence, and enter not into the festive halls. Some bear
in their hand the deadly nightshade of superstition, or the flaunting poppies of Rome, or the hemlock of self-
righteousness, but these are not dear to the King, the bearers are shut out of the pearly gates. My soul, hast thou
gathered the rose of Sharon? Dost thou wear the lily of the valley in thy bosom constantly? If so, when thou comes
up to the gates of heaven thou wilt know its value, for thou hast only to show this choicest of flowers, and the Porter
will open: not for a moment will He deny thee admission, for to that rose the Porter openeth ever. Thou shalt find
thy way with the rose of Sharon in thy hand up to the throne of God Himself, for heaven itself possesses nothing that
excels its radiant beauty, and of all the flowers that bloom in paradise there is none that can rival the lily of the valley.
My soul, get Calvary's blood-red rose into thy hand by faith, by love wear it, by communion preserve it, by daily
watchfulness make it thine all in all, and thou shalt be blessed beyond all bliss, happy beyond a dream. Jesus, be mine
forever, my God, my heaven, my all.



3:14 The Amen.

The word AMEN solemnly confirms that which went before; and Jesus is the great Confirmer; immutable, for ever is
"the Amen" in all His promises. | comfort thee with this reflection. Jesus Christ said, "Come unto me all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest." If you come to Him, He will say "Amen" in your soul; His promise
shall be true to you. He said in the days of His flesh, "The bruised reed | will not break." O thou poor, broken, bruised
heart, if thou come to Him, He will say "Amen" to thee, and that shall be true in thy soul as in hundreds of cases in
years before. Is not this very comforting also, that there is not a word which has gone out of the Savior’s lips which
He has ever retracted? The words of Jesus shall stand when heaven and earth shall pass away. If thou get a hold of
but half a promise, thou shall find it true. Beware of him who is called "Clip-promise," who will destroy much of the
comfort of God's word. Jesus is Yea and Amen in all His offices. He was a Priest to pardon and cleanse once, He is
Amen as Priest still. He was a King to rule and reign for His people, and to defend them with His mighty arm, He is an
Amen King, the same still. He was a Prophet of old, to foretell good things to come, His lips are most sweet, and drop
with honey still--He is an Amen Prophet. He is Amen as to the merit of His blood; He is Amen as to His righteousness.
That sacred robe shall remain most fair and glorious when nature shall decay. He is Amen in every single title which
He bears; your Husband, never seeking a divorce; your Friend, sticking closer than a brother; your Shepherd, with you
in death's dark vale; your Help and your Deliverer; your Castle and your High Tower; the Horn of your strength, your
confidence, your joy, your all in all, and your Yea and Amen in all.

3:19 Be zealous.

If you would see souls converted, if you would hear the cry that "the kingdoms of this world have become the
kingdoms of our Lord"; if you would place crowns upon the head of the Saviour, and His throne lifted high, then be
filled with zeal. For, under God, the way of the world's conversion must be by the zeal of the church. Every grace shall
do exploits, but this shall be first; prudence, knowledge, patience, and courage will follow in their places, but zeal
must lead the van. It is not the extent of your knowledge, though that is useful; it is not the extent of your talent,
though that is not to be despised; it is your zeal that shall do great exploits. This zeal is the fruit of the Holy Spirit: it
draws its vital force from the continued operations of the Holy Ghost in the soul. If our inner life dwindles, if our heart
beats slowly before God, we shall not know zeal; but if all be strong and vigorous within, then we cannot but feel a
loving anxiety to see the kingdom of Christ come, and His will done on earth, even as it is in heaven. A deep sense of
gratitude will nourish Christian zeal. Looking to the hole of the pit whence we were digged, we find abundant reason
why we should spend and be spent for God. And zeal is also stimulated by the thought of the eternal future. It looks
with tearful eyes down to the flames of hell, and it cannot slumber: it looks up with anxious gaze to the glories of
heaven, and it cannot but bestir itself. It feels that time is short compared with the work to be done, and therefore it
devotes all that it has to the cause of its Lord. And it is ever strengthened by the remembrance of Christ's example. He
was clothed with zeal as with a cloak. How swift the chariot-wheels of duty went with Him! He knew no loitering by
the way. Let us prove that we are His disciples by manifesting the same spirit of zeal.

What’s Your Desire?
3:20 If any man hear My voice, and open the door, | will come in to him.

What is your desire this evening? Is it set upon heavenly things? Do you long to enjoy God’s eternal love? Do you
desire liberty in very close communion with God? Do you aspire to know the heights, and depths, and lengths, and
breadths? Then you must draw near to Jesus; you must get a clear sight of Him in His preciousness and completeness:
you must view Him in His work, in His offices, in His person. He who understands Christ, receives an anointing from
the Holy One, by which He knows all things. Christ is the great master-key of all the chambers of God: there is no
treasure-house of God which will not open and yield up all its wealth to the soul that lives near to Jesus. Open the
door, beloved, and He will come into your souls. He has long been knocking, and all with this object, that He may sup



with you, and you with Him. He could not sup with you if it were not in your heart. Fling wide, then, the portals of
your soul. He will come with that love which you long to feel. He will come with that joy into which you cannot work
your poor depressed spirit. He will bring the peace which now you have not. He will come and cheer you till you
have no other sickness but that of "love overpowering, love divine." Only open the door to Him and give Him the
keys of your heart, and He will dwell there forever. Oh, wondrous love, that brings such a guest to dwell in such a
heart!



